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it until we had separated the night preceding her departure and consequently I could have no conversation with her concerning it.
"I believe that tho' Major Taylor was attached to her, it would probably have had no serious result if Jane had not manifested some partiality for him. This affair embarrasses me a good deal. Major Taylor is a young gentleman of talents and integrity for whom I profess and feel a real friendship. There is no person with whom I should be better pleased if there were not other considerations which ought not to be overlooked. Mr. Taylor possesses but little if any fortune, he is encumbered with a family, and does not like his profession. Of course he willibe as eminent in his profession as his talents entitle him to be. These are facts unknown to my sister but which ought to be known to her.
"Had I conjectured that Mr. Taylor was, contemplated in the character of a lover I should certainly have made to her all proper communications*. I regret that it was concealed from me. I have a sincere and real affection and esteem for Major Taylor but I think it right in affairs of this sort that the real situation of the parties should be mutually understood. Present me affectionately to my sister/5 *
1 Marshall to James M. Marshall, April 3, 1799; MS. This was the only one of Marshall's sisters then unmarried. She was twenty years of age at this time and married Major George Keith Taylor within a few months. He was a man of unusual ability and high character and became very successful in his profession. In 1801 he was appointed by President Adams, United States Judge for a Virginia district. (See infra, chap, xn.) The union of Mr. Taylor and Jane Marshall turned out to be very happy indeed. (Paxton, 77.)
Compare this letter of Marshall with that of Washington to his niece.